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SOMERS SCHOOL GARDEN UPDATES and THANKS. 
 
Somers School Garden has had a wonderful 2017. Thank 
you so much to everyone that has helped out in which 
ever way they could. Big or small. Green fingered or 
otherwise. The garden looks better. It is healthier. The 
school is using the garden. The kids are enjoying it. That 
is enough to make it all worthwhile. This term the Arts 
Fair happened. Hopefully everyone has recovered by 
now. The Somers School Garden had a stall at the Fair for 
the first time ever. The Arts Fair is an amazing thing and it 
certainly took a great leap forward this year. Well done to 
everyone. 
 
The stall was hard work. The efforts of the garden 
community were Herculean. Extra special mentions must 
go to some very very generous people. Tammy Jacoby 
nurtured hundreds upon hundreds of seedlings and then 
staffed the stall all day. No breaks. Non-stop energy. 
Brilliant. Many other smaller donations of seedlings were 
a great addition to the variety available. Jess Brady and 
Zoe Proctor and all the Boomerang Bags Bunch: they 
made, gave away and occasionally sold hundreds of 
recycled and reusable bags. Zoe and Jess ran workshops 
on the day for hours. Around the workshops they were 
also at the stall. There exists an extended crew of 
Boomerang Bag makers and it was an honour to be 
associated with them at the Arts Fair. Jess also organised 
the native flower display and stock. This was very popular 
& a big part of our success. Dominique Benoit made made 
a lot of very popular pickles, kombucha & lemon cordial. 

Dominique split her time between the Garden Stall and the Cake Cafe. Dominique's partner Doug made 
sourdough bread & a lot of “Carole’s Crossing” marmalade from Carole’s legendary lemons. (That’s Carole 
the Local Lollipop Hero! Maybe next year we can make some sort of Lemon Lollipop?) Ana Hughes was 
again instrumental in the whole affair. Organising and making products for the stall while running the 
entire Cake Cafe BBQ thing which looked fantastic but also looked like pretty hard work. It was all pretty 
awesome really. Bendigo Bank have gave us a $1000 grant earlier this year and supported at the Fair by 
lending us a shelter. Balnarring Produce and Equestrian Supplies donated a ute load of peas straw bails 
for the stall. 
The Stall made $1100.40 on the day. We were tired but happy. We tried to give it to the Arts Fair but they 
wouldn’t have it and suggested we re-invest it in the garden. Warm fuzzy community feelings all round. 
Thus we have a growing kitty of money to spend on the garden. We hope to apply to Bendigo Community 
Bank (Balnarring Branch) again this year and keep the garden growing next year. 
 
The amount of effort that the entire school puts into the Arts Fair does leave the garden a little low on 
green-fingered attention early in Term 4. This is entirely understandable and something we will plan for 
next year. For example; next year at the term 3 Working Bee we could plant species that will require 
minimal attention until mid-November. Thus when the Arts Fair has passed there will be fun things for 
the kids to do in the garden. Something like sunflowers perhaps? 
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But now it is nearly the end of November and our minds 
turn to what we can or should do for the summer 
months. This year the plan is to have one more working 
bee. The major tasks on this day will be to remove the 
older plants, mulch them and feed the compost heaps. 
Then we will revitalise the soil in each bed and add a 
summertime cover crop/green manure. Something like 
buck wheat? This will do a job for us over summer time 
and we can dig it in to the earth come Term 1 2018.  
 
Therefore we now announce a MINI-Working 
Bee. 10am to Midday on 10.12.2017 (ONLY 2 hours!) We 
will bring cold drinks & the seeds required. All you need 
are gloves. 
 
Next year all the classes will be shuffled around and we 
will aim to set up each class with one or two volunteer 
families again. It worked well this year. These one or 
two families can then liaise with their own child's 
teacher and the teachers aids from their own kids class. 
There are few restrictions, between the kids, the 
parents and the teaching team, you simply decide what 
you would like to do and away you go. If you need help, 
support, stuff, just ask us. The teachers aids have been a 
huge part of the success of the garden in the last few 
years and we thank them! It is really not much work 

being a 
parent volunteer. Each Garden Bed for each class is tiny.  
 
If you would like to lend a hand to your school and 
gardening is something you are even a little bit interested 
in then come and say hello. This really represents a fun, 
flexible, infrequent role that is increasingly well supported 
and will only get better in the years to come. The entire 
school community has been very supportive and 
interested in developing the space for our kids benefit. 
 
The school is making grant applications for 
a very significant upgrade to the garden and even a very 
fine outdoor kitchen garden. It is an exciting time to be 
involved in the Somers School Garden. 
 
As ever please come and say hello at the stall or at the 
working bee. Keep an eye on what we are doing through 
social media and the internet. 
 
 
 

Our website www.SomersSchoolGarden.wordpress.com 
email SomersSchoolGarden@gmail.com 

Twitter @SomSchooGarden 
Instagram @SomersSchoolGarden 

http://www.somersschoolgarden.wordpress.com/
mailto:SomersSchoolGarden@gmail.com

